
 

S N O W  C O U N T R Y  S K I  C L U B  

 

On behalf of your Board, it 

is pleasing to report to 

members that 2019 was 

another solid year for our Club.  

Our membership numbers 

grew to 325 and as a result our 

books have been closed to 

external new members. 

 The good 2019 winter 

season supported our financial 

performance with the Club 

generating a profit of $59,404. 

After a long period of 

planning, 2019 saw the 

completion of the Smiggins 

Lodge 

refurbishment 

which has 

seen the 

Lodge’s 

insulation, 

cladding, 

roofing, 

carpet, windows, block out 

textured blinds and new soft 

furnishings being replaced. The 

Building Committee comprising 

Adam Moate, Steve Winfield, 

Lucille Back and Stuart Waller 

did a wonderful job in finalizing 

the project just in time for 

season 2019. Those members 

who have stayed in the Lodge 

since the refurbishment are 

enjoying a warmer, quieter 

and safer Smiggins Lodge 

facility in which to enjoy their 

mountain stays.  

Recognising the significant 

contribution that Adam Moate 

and Steve Winfield made to 

the Lodge project, they have 

been awarded joint Club 

Person(s) of the Year for 2019. 

Congratulations Adam and 

Steve, well deserved. 

2019 also saw the use of the 

Online Booking system for 

Smiggins Lodge bookings. The 

system will be used for 

Jindabyne Lodge bookings for 

season 2021. 

The Club 

hosted the 2019 

Smiggins Bowl with 

a 50-strong 

competitor 

contingent, 

finishing 5th overall 

and 1st in the Shield event. 

Thanks to Rob McFadden for 

coordinating the team that 

managed the hosting of the 

event, which included Alison 

Howes, Sue McEvoy, Dave 

Winfield, Paul Livissianos and 

Kristen O’Connor. 

It was extremely pleasing to 

receive positive feedback 

from a number of other ski 

clubs who participated, that 

the event was the best hosted 
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2019 HIGHLIGHTS 

• Club generated a 

profit of $59,404  

• Membership 

numbers 

increased to 325 

• Smiggins Lodge 

refurbishment 

completed 

• Online Booking 

System used for 

subscriptions and 

Smiggins bookings 

• Adam Moate & 

Steve Winfield 

named joint 

winners of the 

Club Person of the 

Year for their 

outstanding efforts 

in delivering the 

refurbishment of 

Smiggins Lodge 

 

 

     “MEMBERS ARE 

ENJOYING A WARMER, 

QUIETER AND SAFER 

SMIGGINS LODGE 

FACILITY….” 



 

S N O W  C O U N T R Y  S K I  C L U B  

 

Smiggins Bowl for many, many 

years.  

The bushfires at the end of 

the 2019 year and into January 

2020, were a stressful time for 

the Cub with both Lodges 

coming under the threat of 

potential fire. We are so 

grateful to have had Gudrun 

and Juergen managing our 

Lodge, who maintained a 

‘round-the-clock’ vigil to 

ensure our Lodge remained 

safe when Jindabyne came 

under ember attack. A 

disappointing consequence of 

the bushfires has been a 

doubling of the insurance 

premium the Club pays 

annually, placing additional 

strain on our financial position.  

I’d like to take this 

opportunity to publicly thank 

Karen Lyth, our Booking Officer 

who does an incredible job 

year round for members 

managing the bookings of 

both lodges – thank you Karen 

for the countless hours you put 

into our Club.  

 

Special mention also to David 

Bartley who has stepped down 

from the Board earlier this year. 

Dave has been a great 

contributor to the Club in his 

role of Smiggins Liaison 

manager, particularly in 

coordinating many work 

parties over recent years. 

 

I’d also like to acknowledge 

the Snow Country Board for 

their efforts throughout 2019. 

Most members don’t see the 

amount of time and effort that 

Board members put into the 

smooth operation of the Club, 

without reward, and my 

sincere thanks goes to them. 

 

Looking ahead 

With the pandemic having a 

significant effect on the Club, 

the 2020 year continues to be 

challenging.   

 

Pleasingly, we have been able 

to operate both Lodges under 

our Covid-19 Management 

Plan largely without issue. 

 

We acknowledge Vail’s 

successful management of the 

2020 ski season and hope their 

investment into the Perisher 

Resort can continue despite 

the effects of Covid-19.   

 

It was reassuring that both 

Gudrun and Juergen 

(Jindabyne) and Steve and 

Alison (Smiggins) returned to 

manage our Lodges in winter 

2020 - their safe hands have 

guided the Lodges through this 

most difficult season on record. 

 

Steve and Alison have 

indicated this was their final 

season with Snow Country as 

they move into retirement. We 

pass on our sincere thanks to 

them for the last 3 seasons – 

and in particular, managing 

through a major lodge 

refurbishment in 2019 and 

Covid-19 in season 2020.  We 

wish Steve and Alison all the 

best for their future endeavor’s 

and hope their travel plans 

provide great enjoyment. You 

will be missed at Snow 

Country! 

 

Finally, thanks to members for 

your ongoing support during 

this past 6 months which has 

seen the Club’s finances 

significantly impacted. 

 

With members support through 

the prompt payment of 

subscriptions and involvement 

in upcoming work parties, we 

will get through this 

challenging period and grow 

stronger as a Club in the years 

ahead. 

 

Michael Brannon 

President  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


